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Rev. Andrew J. Summerson, S. Th.L.
Wednesday, December 7, 2016 
St. Joseph Byzantine Church 7-9pm

Debra Classen, M.A.
Wednesday, September 14, 2016 
St. Therese Church, 7-9pm

Debra Classen will discuss her understanding of what is known as 
“theological aesthetics” and its place in the lives of the mystics and saints. 
The ways in which this was revealed in the contemplative art, poetry, and 
journal writing of Thomas Merton will be her primary focus. Debra will 
also reflect on her experience of the ways in which all of us can develop 
a deeper appreciation for the beauty of Gods creation, as well as the 
ways in which each of us can develop the capacity to share in the creative 
process through artistic expression.

Debra Classen, artist and retreat leader; holds an M.A. in Counseling from 
John Carroll University and an M.A. in Theology from St. Marys Graduate 
School of Theology in Wickclijfe, Ohio. She has given retreats on Thomas 
Merton, and has given presentations on the mystics, on contemplative prayer 
and on the healing power of beauty in our brokenness.

Sister Maureen McCarthy, OSU, D. Min.
Wednesday, October 19, 2016 
St. Barnabas Church 7-9pm

Centuries may separate us from the stories of women in the Hebrew and 
Christian Scriptures, but they still have the power to challenge us today. 
Sister McCarthy will share her insights on the way in which two biblical 
women provide us with examples of courage that are as significant for us 
today as they were in the ancient world. She will reflect on the stories 
of Esther, a Jewish orphan in exile who became the Queen in Persia, as 
well as the unnamed woman who touched the hem of Jesus’ garment and 
was healed—both of whom symbolize the human capacity to respond to 
God’s promise with deep faith and trust.

Sister Maureen holds degrees in education, supervision and administration, and 
theology, including a Doctor of Ministry degree. She has taught at every level 
from primary grades through graduate level courses, andpresented programs on 
scripture and spirituality. Currently, she offers retreats and days of reflection 
on spiritual topics.

Zeki Saritoprak, Ph.D.
Thursday, November 10, 2016 
St. Victor Church 7-9pm

After Christianity, Islam is the second largest, and fastest growing 
religious tradition in the world. Yet very few people in the United 
States have an adequate understanding of this religion which claims over 
1.7 billion adherents worldwide. Dr. Saritoprak will discuss the most 
important elements of the Islamic faith, including the five daily prayers, 
charity, fasting, and pilgrimage as well as belief in God, angels, prophets, 
the scriptures and the afterlife. Come to learn what Christians have in 
common with Muslims, as well as what is unique to Islamic tradition.

Dr. Zeki Saritoprak is professor and Nursi Chair in Islamic Studies at John 
Carroll University. He received his Ph.D. in Islamic Theology from the 
University of Marmara in Turkey. Besides over thirty academic articles and 
encyclopedia entries on topics in Islam, he is the editor and translator of 
Fundamentals ofRumi's Thought: A Mevlevi Sufi Perspective, and the author 
of Islam's Jesus. He is currently preparing a book on Islamic spirituality.

“I will sing of your mercy in the morning.” Eastern Rite Christians sing 
their theology and interpret the Bible in the light of their hymns. To 
this end, Fr. Summerson will describe the work of some early Christian 
hymnographers. He will highlight the ways in which these individuals 
explored the biblical narratives, making these familiar stories come to life 
in unfamiliar ways through the power of music and song. As a result, 
they often surprise us with the treasures laid hidden in the sacred text.

Fr. Summerson is the assistant director of religious education for the Byzantine 
Eparchy of Parma. A Cleveland native and graduate of Padua Franciscan High 
School, he holds degrees from John Carroll University, the Pontifical Gregorian 
University, and the Pontifical Patristic Institute. Fr. Summerson is an adjunct 

professor at both John Carroll University and St. Mary Seminary. He also has 
been a guest commentator for Vatican Radio and EWTN.

“Give me
YOUR TIRED, 
YOUR poor,
YOUR HUDDLED 
MASSES YEARNING 
TO BREATHE 
FREE.”

Camille Gill, J.D. and Tom Mrosko M.P.H.
Wednesday, February 15, 2017 
St. Matthias Church 7-9pm
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Fr. Michael Crosby, OFM Cap., Ph.D.
Wednesday, March 22, 2017 
St. Michael Church 7-9pm

We are all pilgrims “on the way”.....
Saturday, January 14, 2017

St. Basil the Great Church, 11am—2pm

Across almost all religious traditions, the desire to take a journey for a 
religious motive is commonplace. Such “sacred travel” to a destination 
associated with the events in the life of Christ or with the Saints has long 
been a part of Catholic tradition. People undertake such journeys as a 
way to gain a new perspective on their lives, to experience a conversion 
of mind and heart, or to seek God’s will for them at a certain point in 
their life journey. Join with other Christian “travelers” from our parishes 
to view or “re-view” the 2011 movie about a pilgrimage known as The 
Camino, or The Way of Saint James, in the Pyrenees mountains of France 
and Spain. Starring Martin Sheen, the movie follows the journey of a 
man whose tragic loss of his son leads him to embark on this pilgrimage, 
and the profound effect it has upon him.

Free popcorn will be provided to everyone, and there will be a “concession 
stand" where you can buy hot dogs and other snacks during the lunch break in 
the movie. Everyone will have an opportunity to share with those at their table, 
the ways in which they may identify with the story and how, whether we travel 
far or not, our lives can be a true pilgrimage to God.

Fr. Michael Woost, S. T.L.
Wednesday, May 24, 2017 
Assumption Church 7-9pm

In light of the Incarnation, the eternal Word becoming flesh, the Catholic 
Church professes that God chooses to reveal and convey the life of grace 
to us through the “stuff” of creation—like water, bread, wine, oil, people, 
etc. This sacramental vision permeates our understanding of God, 
ourselves, and the world around us. It forms and informs the way that 
we, as Catholics, pray and worship. This presentation will explore how 
this sacramental vision can lead us deeper into God’s life and our own.

Fr. Michael Woost was ordained as a priest for the Diocese of Cleveland in 1984. 
He has served as the Associate Pastor oflmmaculate Conception Parish, Madison, 
and as the Co-Director of the Diocesan Vocation Office. In December of1999, 
he returnedfrom graduate studies at the Catholic University of America, and is 
currently teaching sacramental and liturgical theology at St. Mary Seminary. 
He has also directed retreats and workshops on contemplative prayer and the 
Church's mystical tradition, as well as on liturgy and sacramental life.

One of the key themes on which Pope Francis speaks frequently is his 
concern about what he calls “the globalization of indifference.” He 
argues that our desires as consumers to get goods and services as cheaply 
as we can “blots out compassion” for those who produce these goods and 
who, in many cases, cannot make a livable wage due to these demands. 
Father Crosby will expand on the critical issues surrounding this concern 
of Pope Francis, while also suggesting a concrete way we in the United 
States can “make a difference.”

Fr. Michael Crosby holds a Licentiate in Sacred Theology, as well as a Ph.D. 
in Theology from the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley California. He 
is a prolific author and highly respected speaker on a wide range of topics from 
Scripture to Economics to Spirituality. Two of his more recently published 
books include The Paradox of Power: From Control to Compassion and Repair 
My House: Becoming a “Kingdom" Catholic. He is a member of the Catholic 
Biblical Association, the Catholic Theological Society of America, and the 
Society for the Study of Christian Spirituality.

Our two presenters will begin by focusing on the topic of “Immigration 
101,” that is, a discussion of the proper terms for diverse immigrant 
groups and their status in the United States. Videos that depict the 
refugee experience will be shown in order to reveal the ways in which 
refugees come to the US, and how they are vetted for entrance into 
the country. Catholic Social Teaching in regard to immigrants will be 
highlighted with a view toward understanding how we as Church can 
welcome the stranger.

Tom Mrosko holds a Master's Degree in Public Health, and has been the 
Director of Catholic Charities' Office of Migration and Refugee Services since 
2007. Last year, Migration and Refugee Services welcomed300 newly arrived 
refugees from around the world; it is the largest resettlement office in Northeast 
Ohio. Camille Gill is the Managing Attorney for this office's Immigration Legal 
Services program. A 2008 graduate of the University of Toledo College of Law, 
she has worked with Catholic Charities since 2014.



What is Ace?
A.C.E. (an acronym for Adult Catholic Education). It is a 
collaborative regional effort on the part of several neighboring 
parish communities to provide ongoing faith development and 
religious education for adults. Our speakers represent the best 
of pastoral and academic leadership in the Cleveland area and 
beyond. Each presenter brings a special expertise and unique 
perspective on the topic he or she addresses. It is our hope that 
many people will continue to avail themselves of the opportunities 
offered though the ACE program.

Adult Catholic
Education

Fall 2016 - Spring 2017Pastors’ Comments
from Participating Parishes

“It is a rare opportunity for parishes to be able to offer their 
members exposure to a wide variety of theological subjects and 
issues. The ACE Program makes this opportunity a reality. All 
one has to do is make the effort to participate by attending the 
lectures. There is always a topic to address all interests.”

Fr. Justin, O.S.B.
Assumption Church
440-526-1177
9183 Broadview Road, Broadview Heights

“Cooperation among all the ACE parishes has resulted in an 
excellent Adult Education program. The topics that are chosen 
are always appropriate to the times and the needs of parishioners. 
The presenters are always highly qualified and well prepared, and 
the sessions are consistently well organized. ACE has my highest 
recommendation.”

Fr. Allen F. Corrigan 
St. Victor Church
330-659-6591
3435 Everett Road, Richfield

“I sought to involve St. Therese Parish in the ACE program because 
faith enrichment for adults is so important. I believe that the 
topics and speakers offered by ACE are first-rate and will greatly 
benefit the people who attend.”

Fr. Dan Fickes 
St. Therese Parish
216-581-2852
5276 East 105th Street, Garfield Heights

“I really appreciate the ACE program and the wonderful 
presentations brought to the members of our Cluster parishes. We 
never stop learning in life, and this contributes to living our faith 
as fully as possible.”

Fr. Walt Jenne
St. Basil the Great Church
440-526-1686
8700 Brecksville Road, Brecksville

“There is a great hunger among adult Catholics for quality adult 
education. For years, the ACE program has successfully provided 
for that need in our area by providing topics of interest presented 
by noted local experts and scholars. Anyone who says we don’t 
provide quality adult education has not experienced ACE.”

Fr. Ray Sutter
St. Matthias Church
440-888-8220
1200 West Sprague Road, Parma

“Adult Catholic Education is a primary effort of the whole Church. 
I am so grateful that we have the ACE program as a way of making 
that happen.”

Fr. Ralph Wiatrowski 
St. Barnabas Church
330-467-7959
9451 Brandywine Road, Northfield

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord
of Hosts! All the earth is

+A filled with God’s glory!”
DULT“I am proud of the ACE program. The participation of all the 

parishes for quality adult education is necessary. I’m proud of how 
we work together and proud of the speakers that we have chosen. 
The call to the “new evangelization” is fulfilled in this program.”

Fr. Pete Coletti 
St. Michael Church
216-524-1394
6540 Brecksville Road, Independence

“It is a pleasure to be part of such a great series. I know the ACE 
representatives work so hard at bringing top notch speakers to our 
churches. If you haven’t attended a presentation, I challenge you to 
do so. You will be enriched, enlightened and educated.”

Fr. Bruce Riebe
St. Joseph Byzantine Church
440-526-1818
8111 Brecksville Road, Brecksville
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